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Proposal to expand
reservoir causes
memories to flood
back to mind

By MATEUSZ PERKOWSKI
Capital Press

FOREST GROVE, Cre. —
Staring into the placid depths
of Hagg Lake, farmer and
forester Hank Scott sees more
than a 50,000-acre-foot reser-
yoir.: )

Beneath the lake’s surface
once stood a handful of homes,
a church, a grade school Scott
attended as a boy, as well as
his famity’s dairy farm.

Scott’s father fought to save
the farm and the surrounding
valley from floeding, but ulti-
mately lost that battle when
construction of the Scoggins
Dam concluded in 1978.

The family relocated to a
property uphill from the lake,
where they now raise timber
and Christmas trees, and put
the otdeal behind them.

“We thought we were done
with i#,” said Scott.

As if turns out, the Scog-
gins Dam project only tem-
porarily sated the region’s thirst
for irrigation and municipal
water. It now appears the lake
will continue encroaching on
land owned by the Scotts and
other families in the region.

Washington County, where
the dam is located, is already
the second tost populous coun-
ty in Oregon and will likely
continue expanding in the com-
ing decades.

To forestall condlict between
urban, rural and environmen-
tal interests, Clean Water Ser-
vices - the agency that over-
sees storm and waste water
management in the region —
plans to double the reservoir’s
capacity to meet water demands
through 2050.

By raising Scoggins Dam
40 feet, Clean Water Services
and local municipalities ex-
pect to increase sforage in Hagg
Lake by another 50,000 acre
feet and dodge the fate of oth-

of lake behind Seoit is roughly where the family’s dairy farm was located.

er water-starved regions like
the Klamath Basin.

“We're trymg o avord that,”
said Tom VanderPlaat, water
supply project manager for
Clean Water Services.

Tt may be hard to believe
that any region in notoriously
wet Westem Oregon could have
problems with insufficient wa-
ter, but that’s what initially in-
spired the development of Scog-
gins Dam.

Since the 1930s, the region
had been alternatively plagued
by flood control problems dus-
ing winter and deficient water
supplies during the summer,
according to the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation.

Currently, the reservoir pro-
vides enough water for 17,000
acres in the Tualatin Valley Ir-
rigation District. Inthe 1950s,
only a third of that area was
adequately irrigated, accord-
ing to the bureau.

The Scoggins Valley was
first analyzed as a potential

reservoir site in 1956, about
10 years before the project was
authorized by the federal gov-
ernment and more than 20 years
before it was completed.

The proposal to raise the
dam appears to be moving ata
similar pace. It has been rough-
ly a decade since water man-
agers in the region identified
the need for increased water
supplies and nearly 5 years
since they designated dam-
raising as a feasible option.

1n 2009, the planning phase
of the project is expected to
end, which means Clean Wa-
ter Services and its partoers
will need to make important
conmitments to get the pro-
Jjeet 1o the finish line, said Mark
Jockers, government and pub-
lic affairs specialist for the
agency.

“We’re getting to that stage
where there are going to be
some tough decisions to make,”
said Jockers.

For starters, the idea to sim-

Timeline

1956: Scoggins Valley
identified as a potential
reservoir site,

1966: Federal government
authorizes dam.

1972: Construction begins,
1978: Dam completed.
20069: Planning for arger
dam scheduled fo be
completed.

2016: Possible completion
date of new dam.

Source: Burgau of Reclamation

ply use the existing dam as a
foundation for an additional
40-foot earthen structure will
probably not pass muster due
to potential instability during
an earthquake, said Vander-
Plaat.

That means a new siructure
will need to be built either di-
rectly below the existing dam
~rather than on top of it—or
farther downstream. In either
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Forester and farmer Hank Scott points to where his family relocated after their original property was submerged by the Hagg Lake reservoir. The portion

case, the structure will proba-
bly need to be built with rock
fill amd conerete instead of earth
from nearby hills, as original-
ly planned.

“We haven’t figured out
where those rock sources are,”
said VanderPlaat. “We know
they’re not right near the site,
5o we'll be looking some dis-
tance away.”

Final plans for raising the
dam, revised to account for
seismic safety, are expected to
be done by June 2009, with
more precise cost estirates.

Currently, the dam-raising
atone is estimnated at $260 mil-
lion, with total project costs
— including new pump sta-
ttons, roads and other ancil-
lary ventures — expected to
top $500 million.

“My guess is they’re not
coming down,” said Vander-
Plaat.

To bypass cumbersome fed-
eral regulations, Clean Water
Services and its municipal patt-

ners want to take over owner-
ship of the dam from the Bu-
reau of Reclamation. That
means most of the project’s
price tag would need to be cov-
ered by local authorities, not
the federal governiment.

These local governments
would also assume the liabil-
ity for anything that goes wrong
with the dam, such as a disas-
trous breach, Even if they de-
cide to assume the risk, the ti-
tle transfer would need be ap-
proved by anact of Congress.

“These processes take a
long time,” said VanderPlaat.

If the project moves ahead
as planned, the dam raising
would be complete by 2016,
though VanderPlaat acknowl-
edges that is a very optimistic
timeline.

“I"'m probably going to get
abig star if T do that,” he said.

In the meantime, Scott and
13 other landowners in the
vicinity of the lake have to live
with the knowledge that a por-
tion of their property may even-
tually be submerged.

VanderPlaat realizes the
fooming possibility is disturb-
ing to them, but nonetheless
believes in keeping the plan-
ning process as transpatent as
possible,

Itis better for landowners to
brace for the future instead of
being caught by surprise, he
said. “T really don’t want some-
body to come and say they did-
n't know.”

Even though Scott stands
to lose one-fifth of his 200 acres
o Hagg Lake, he doesn’t plan
to fight the project.

Though he can’t help feel-
ing melancholy about forfeit-
ing family Jandmarks, such as
a log cabin he helped build as
a boy in 1940, Scott said the
region’s growing demand for
water is an undeniable reality

- that has to be addressed even-

tually.
“I don’t think it does any
good to be against it,” he said.
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